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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

1. (Currently Amended) An assembly for a vehicle seat comprising: 
an air bag module including an inflatable air bag; 

a trim cover that covers at least a portion of the air bag module, the trim cover 
having a deployment seam for allowing the air bag to deploy through the trim cover; and 

an air bag deployment member for guiding deployment of the air bag, the 
deployment member having first and second sections, the first section being connected to the 
trim cover at a first connection location and extending toward a first side of the air bag 
module, the second section being connected to the first section at a second connection location 
proximate the trim cover and extending toward a second side of the air bag module, wherein 
the second section of the deployment member is not connected directly to the trim cover and 
the deployment member is connected to the trim cover on only one side of the deployment 
seam , and wherein the second connection location is spaced away from the first connection 
location . 

2. (Previously Presented) The assembly of claim 1 wherein the 
deployment member substantially circumscribes the air bag module. 

3. (Original) The assembly of claim 2 wherein the deployment member 
comprises a one piece band that circumscribes the air bag module. 

4. (Original) The assembly of claim 2 wherein the deployment member 
comprises multiple pieces that are connected together such that the deployment member 
circumscribes the air bag module. 
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5. (Original) The assembly of claim 1 further comprising a frame for 
supporting the air bag module, and wherein the deployment member at least partially surrounds 
the frame. 

6. (Original) The assembly of claim 1 wherein the air bag module further 
includes an inflator for inflating the air bag, and a housing that substantially surrounds the air 
bag and the inflator. 

7. (Original) The assembly of claim 1 wherein the air bag module further 
includes an inflator for inflating the air bag, and a covering member that at least partially 
surrounds the air bag. 

8. (Currently Amended) A cushion assembly for a vehicle seat 

comprising: 

a frame; 

an air bag module supported by the frame, the air bag module including an 
inflatable air bag, and an inflator for inflating the air bag; 

a trim cover that covers at least a portion of the air bag module, the trim cover 
having a deployment seam for allowing the air bag to deploy through the trim cover; and 

an air bag deployment band for guiding deployment of the air bag, the 
deployment band substantially circumscribing the air bag module, the deployment band further 
having first and second ends, the first end being connected to the trim cover on one side of the 
deployment seam at a first connection location , and the second end being connected to a 
portion of the deployment band proximate the first end at a second connection location spaced 
away from the first connection location , wherein the second end of the deployment band is not 
connected directly to the trim cover and the deployment band is connected to the trim cover 
on only one side of the deployment seam, and wherein the deployment band is configured to 
allow the second end to separate from the portion of the deployment band proximate the first 
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end upon inflation of the air bag, to thereby allow the air bag to deploy through the deployment 
seam. 

9. (Original) The assembly of claim 8 wherein the deployment band 
includes a single piece band body that extends from the first end to the second end. 

10. (Original) The assembly of claim 8 wherein the deployment band 
comprises multiple pieces that are connected together. 

11. (Canceled) 

12. (Currently Amended) An assembly for a vehicle seat comprising: 
an air bag module including an inflatable air bag; 

a trim cover covering at least a portion of the air bag module; and 
an air bag deployment device for guiding deployment of the air bag, the 
deployment device having first and second sections, the first section being connected to the 
trim cover at a first connection location and extending toward a first side of the air bag 
module, the second section being connected to the first section at a second connection location 
proximate the trim cover and extending toward a second side of the air bag module, the second 
connection location being spaced away from the first connection location, wherein the second 
section is not connected directly to the trim cover, and wherein the deployment device is 
configured to allow the second section to disconnect from the first section upon inflation of the 
air bag. 

13. (Previously Presented) The assembly of claim 12 wherein the air bag 
module further includes a housing that at least partially surrounds the air bag, the housing 
including first and second housing portions that are movable away from each other upon 
inflation of the air bag, and wherein the first section of the deployment device has an end 
connected to the first housing portion, the second section of the deployment device has an end 
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connected to the second housing portion, and the end of the first section is spaced away from 
the end of the second section. 

14. (Original) The assembly of claim 12 wherein the first and second 
sections of the deployment device cooperate to substantially surround the air bag module. 

15. (Original) The assembly of claim 12 wherein the trim cover has a 
deployment seam for allowing the air bag to deploy through the trim cover, and wherein the 
first section of the deployment device is connected to the trim cover on one side of the 
deployment seam. 

16. (Canceled) 

17. (Original) The assembly of claim 12 further comprising a frame for 
supporting the air bag module, and wherein at least one of the sections of the deployment 
device is connected to the frame. 

18. (Previously Presented) The assembly of claim 1 wherein the 
deployment member is configured to allow the second section to disconnect from the first 
section upon inflation of the air bag, to thereby allow the air bag to deploy through the 
deployment seam. 

19. (Previously Presented) The assembly of claim 1 wherein the first section 
of the deployment member has a first end connected to the trim cover, and the second section 
of the deployment member has a second end connected to the first section proximate the first 
end, and wherein the second end is spaced away from the trim cover and is configured to 
separate from the first section upon inflation of the air bag. 

20. (Previously Presented) The assembly of claim 1 wherein the second 
section of the deployment member contacts the trim cover, and wherein the deployment 
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member is configured to allow the second section to disconnect from the first section upon 
inflation of the air bag, to thereby allow the air bag to deploy through the deployment seam. 

21. (Previously Presented) The assembly of claim 1 wherein the air bag 
module further includes a housing that at least partially surrounds the air bag, the housing 
including first and second housing portions that are movable away from each other upon 
inflation of the air bag, and wherein the first section of the deployment device has an end 
connected to the first housing portion, the second section of the deployment device has an end 
connected to the second housing portion, and the end of the first section is spaced away from 
the end of the second section. 

22. (Previously Presented) The assembly of claim 8 wherein the second end 
of the deployment band is spaced away from the trim cover. 

23 . (Previously Presented) The assembly of claim 8 wherein the second end 
of the deployment band contacts the trim cover. 

24. (Previously Presented) The assembly of claim 12 wherein the first 
section of the deployment device has a first end connected to the trim cover, and the second 
section of the deployment device has a second end connected to a portion of the first section, 
and wherein the second end is spaced away from the trim cover. 

25. (Previously Presented) The assembly of claim 12 wherein the second 
section of the deployment device contacts the trim cover. 

26. (New) An assembly for a vehicle seat comprising: 
an air bag module including an inflatable air bag; 

a trim cover covering at least a portion of the air bag module; and 
an air bag deployment device for guiding deployment of the air bag, the 
deployment device having first and second sections, the first section being connected to the 
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trim cover and extending toward a first side of the air bag module, the second section being 
connected to the first section at a location proximate the trim cover and extending toward a 
second side of the air bag module, wherein the second section is not connected directly to the 
trim cover, and wherein the deployment device is configured to allow the second section to 
disconnect from the first section upon inflation of the air bag; 

wherein the air bag module further includes a housing that at least partially 
surrounds the air bag, the housing including first and second housing portions, and wherein 
the first section of the deployment device has an end connected to the first housing portion, the 
second section of the deployment device has an end connected to the second housing portion, 
and the end of the first section is spaced away from the end of the second section. 



